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Dark Skies Herefordshire
⚫ Volunteer-led practice-based citizen science project

⚫ Aims to conserve and enhance dark skies across the rural landscape of 
Herefordshire, raise people’s awareness of Artificial Light At Night (ALAN)

⚫ Works with partners such as Herefordshire Wildlife Trust branches, National 
Landscape Wye Adapt to Climate Change Project, Visit Herefordshire to 
inform the public how ALAN negatively affects the health of of plants, night-
time pollinators, birds, amphibians, mammals and humans

⚫ Promotes Responsible Outdoor Lighting At Night (ROLAN)

⚫ Supports groups and parish councils set up their own projects by delivering 
training, loaning Sky Quality Meters, holding 6-weekly co-ordinator 
meetings, sharing information and networking



Citizen Scientists Raising Awareness



Today’s Presentation

⚫ What is Dark Skies Tourism?

⚫ Definition of Dark Skies

⚫ What are the economic benefits?

⚫ What can I do?

⚫ How can CPRE Herefordshire help?

⚫ Sheila Jones: UpperFields Farm, Llangarron

⚫ Richard Fishbourne: Bugs and Beasties, Fownhope

⚫ Questions and Answers 



Dark Skies Tourism

Astro-tourism

− Night sky stays

− Stargazing trips

Noctourism (nocturnal tourism)

− After dark village/town/city 
tours

− Bioluminescence walks

− Slow Travel Movement

− Night markets





Economic benefits
In a recent Booking.com survey, 62% of 

respondents across 33 countries said they 
were considering holidays with experiences 
at night, from stargazing and safari sleep-
outs to after-dark city tours. 

Noctourism is 2025’s most 
sought after travel 
experience

“The night provides such a visceral reminder of 
our world’s multisensory beauty” Laura Hall, 
Copenhagen for Time Out magazine

Northumberland’s research 
(2018) impact of DST: 
£25million; employ staff all 



Be a Dark Skies Champion 

Review your own lighting 
arrangements

Plant a 24 hour garden

Promote dark skies to your 
guests

Engage in or deliver dark 
skies activities

Offers: a dark skies bench, 
telescope, fire pit with 
blankets and hot drinks





Go to the CPRE 
Herefordshire Dark 
Skies Herefordshire 
webpage 

Where you will find lots 
of information to 
read and download 



Sheila Jones



Richard Fishbourne



Closing Remarks

Joanna Hilditch and Glenn Jones 

Herefordshire County BID Co-Chairs



Where can I find more details?

Full details can be found on:

Herefordshire County BID / Visit Herefordshire LVEP

www.herefordshirecountybid.co.uk

Visit Herefordshire 

www.visitherefordshire.co.uk

http://www.herefordshirecountybid.co.uk/
http://www.visitherefordshire.co.uk/
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